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Background and Introduction to the Conference

Nepal Mandala is the site of
vibrant Buddhist culture based upon
its philosophy of the self originated
Swayambhu Jyotirupa- the emblem of
AdiBuddha. Buddhism has existed at
this place in various forms in different
time frames since the Buddha's time.
The place became commercially and
culturally significant because of its

strategic  location between  two
neighbouring gaint countries- India
and China. For this reason, Nepal

Mandala with its constituent cities-
Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur
retained a remarkable number of Baha
and Bahi monasteries and stood as an
international hub for Buddhist practice
and learning. Due to the arrival of great

Buddhist masters such as Guru
Padmasambhava, Shantarakshita,
Atisha Dipankara etc in  Nepal

Mandala, its history saw activities of a
great number of knowledge seekers
from foreign countries mainly China,
Tibet and India who came to this place
for learning and teaching Buddha
Dharma (Buddha's teachings).

Baha Bahi monasteries of
Nepal Mandala turned into sheltering
places for refuge for many Buddhist
masters after the destruction of great
Buddhist universities like Nalanda and

Vikramshila in the 13" Century AD in
India. Sanskrit Buddhist texts which got
extinct in India were preserved and
reproduced in these Baha and Bahi by

copying, reciting and practicing
activities of Nepalese Buddhist
adherents.  Further, these texts

reached Tibet, China and further
eastward and got translated into their
language. As a  consequence,
Mahayana Buddhist practice remained
in continuity in these regions although
it died out completely in India. Thus,
Nepal Mandala remarkably became
the only place in the world where
tradition of practice involving original
Sanskirt texts and language without
translation survived. Hence, with this
reference, it is believed that the
uninterrupted tradition of Buddhist
practice existed in the Nepal Mandala.

In the course of time with then
prevailing political situation, Buddhism
in Nepal faced declining phase since
the late medieval period. Buddhism
came under confinement and could
not flourish as successive attempts
were made one after another by the
oppressive ruling system not favouring
Buddhism.

With  the  restoration  of
democracy after the fall of Rana




oligarchy  and renaissance  of
Theravada Buddhism, the impetus for
the study and practice of Buddha's
teaching is regained. With this,
research on traditional Buddhist
practices and initiatives for review of
its practices got resumed. For this, the
contribution of Theravadin and Tibetan
Buddhist masters cannot be forgotten.
After the later political turnover and
declaration of the nation as a secular
state, rays of hope became noticeable
for the development of Buddhist
literature, culture and practice.

As an initiative for the
preservation of Buddhist culture of
Nepal Mandala, renovation and
development of Baha Bahi of Patan,
Bauddha Vihar Sangha Lalitpur (BVSL)
has been continuously engaged in
various activities and programmes for
more than three decades. Realizing
the imperatives of continuous study
and research on history, culture and
practices of Baha and Bahi for
stepping ahead towards the
preservation of physical assets and

revitalization of the cultural heritage of
Baha and Bahi, BVSL is now working
on a research publication of a book on
Baha and Bahi monasteries of Patan.
Towards meeting the targeted aim,
this conference is organized to bring
together researchers and scholars
working in the field of research on the
related subjects and to provide a
platform for interaction on the fact-
based history, culture and practices of
Baha and Bahi. The main objective of
this conference is to bring forth the
various important aspects of Baha
Bahi, collect the evidence and
resources and then publish them in a
book form for future generations to
enable them to internalize its essence.
It is envisaged that the conservation of
Baha Bahi and its culture can make a
remarkable contribution to the world
community. The organizers
acknowledge assistance of all the
contributors for making this event
successful.

Total number of papers - 10

stationeries)

Medium of confernce - Physical and Virtual
Language - Nepal bhasa, Nepali and English
Participation Fee per head - NPR 1500 ($15) - Physical presence
NPR 1000.00 ($10) - Virtual
NPR 10000.00 ($100) - Institutional
(All the participants will be provided with the prints of papers and some
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Issues on conservation
and sustainability of
Bahabahi of
Nepalmandala
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